MILADY'S DRESS                    159

reminded me as he pointed out the fact that while
green was liked in the Momoyarna era it was
almost taboo in Tokugawa times. The Ashikaga
lady of fashion favoured brown,1 A$agiy a light
turquoise shade, was most popular in Tokugawa
days as was mf%uiroy or water colour, and white has
always been good until now. On the other hand
the Tokugawa stylists disliked salmon pink and
pastel yellow.

"There are many colours now in use which
were never heard of in Japan before the advent of
aniline dyes/' said the pattern expert. "The colour
problem has become tremendous* It is unfortu-
nate that the improper use of colour mars so many
fine designs. I feel it should be subservient.
Perhaps that is because my hobby is the study of
design motifs/*

Until a short time ago no girl would wear
red or pink after she married because for many
centuries certain hues belonged to certain periods
of life. As soon as a woman reached thirty she
was supposed to discard all bright colours aad
take to drab browns, greys and blacks. Only her

1 The tea ceremony of. this era affected many phases of
life.   Its  requirement of  a   subdued   atmosphere   caused
fashions to take on a <juiet tone*